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Air Quality Regulatory Timelines 


July 18, 2010
Issue:  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Congress, and the office of the President are issuing Rules, Policies and Executive Orders regarding air quality and greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs) that affect fire management strategies.
Background:  EPA is required by the Clean Air Act to review the scientific evidence for the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) every five years.  States develop implementation plans to demonstrate attainment of these standards. Table 1 summarizes the schedule for EPA to promulgate revised primary standards and for states to submit attainment demonstrations.  Table 2 summarizes the schedule for secondary standards.  EPA is proposing additional monitoring as part of the revised standards to better characterize ozone in urban and rural areas, NO2 near roadways, and SO2 near major sources. Table 3 summarizes other Rules, Policies, Congressional actions and Executive Orders that impact fire operations.  Table 4 summarizes the emission inventory efforts involving fire emissions.
Table 1.  Schedule for NAAQS primary standard revisions, designations and implementation.
	Primary

Standard
	NAAQS
Promulgated
	Designation
Effective
	Monitoring Years used to Designate
	New Monitors Due
	State Implementation Plan (SIP) Due 
	Attainment Date
	Website

	1PM2.5   

	Sept 2006
	Dec 2009
	2006-2008
	
	Dec 2012
	Dec 2014/

2019
	http://www.epa.gov/oar/particlepollution/naaqsrev2006.html 

	2PM2.5, PM10
	Oct 2011
	Nov 2013
	
	
	Nov 2016
	Nov 2018/2023
	http://www.epa.gov/ttn/naaqs/standards/pm/s_pm_index.html 

	1NO2    
 (1-hr) 
	Jan 2010
	Feb 2012
	2007-2009
	Jan 2013
	Aug 2013
	Feb 2017 
	http://www.epa.gov/air/nitrogenoxides/actions.html#jan10 

	SO2      
(1-hr)
	June 2010
	July 2012
	2008-2010
	Jan 2013
	Jan 2014
	July 2017
	http://www.epa.gov/air/sulfurdioxide/actions.html#nov09 

	1,2,3Ozone  
(8-hr) 
	Aug 2010
	Aug 2011
	2008-2010
	Jan 2012
	Dec 2013
	Aug 2017 (Moderate)
	http://www.epa.gov/air/ozonepollution/ 

	CO 
	May 2011
	June 2013
	
	
	Dec 2014
	May 2018
	http://www.epa.gov/ttnnaaqs/standards/co/s_co_index.html 


Table 2.  Concurrent with the primary standards, EPA will promulgate secondary standards for ozone, PM2.5 (urban visibility), and NOx and SO2 (contributors to acidic deposition).  In all three cases EPA is considering forms of the secondary standard that correspond more directly to the welfare effects and are more protective than previous forms of the secondary standards.  States must demonstrate progress toward achieving these secondary standards.   States must produce a SIP even though there are not statutory requirements for attainment of a secondary standard.  Due to litigation involved in the NOx/SOx secondary standard and that EPA is considering different timelines regarding the secondary ozone standard, information on effective designation dates or SIP due dates is not available.
	Secondary Standard 
	Form of Standard 
	Standard Proposed 
	Standard Promulgated 

	PM2.5   
(urban visibility) 
	light extinction

74-122 Mm-1
	Jul 2010 
	Oct 2011 

	NOx / SOx 
	Concentration related to deposition flux
	July 2011 
	Mar 2012 

	Ozone  
(W126) 
	W126 12-hr,

3-mo cumulative

7-15 ppm-hr 
	Jan 2010 
	Aug 2010 


Table 3.  Other Rules, Policies, Executive Orders and Congressional actions that impact fire programs.
	Rule, Policy, Executive Order, Congressional Action
	Date
	Website

	Revised EPA Interim Air Quality Policy on Prescribed and Wildland Fire
	Expected 2010
	

	General Conformity
	April 5, 2010
	http://www.epa.gov/air/genconform/ 

	1Black Carbon – Report by EPA to Congress that includes Sources and Mitigation Techniques
	April 2011
	http://carper.senate.gov/press/record.cfm?id=318277 

	1Executive Order for Federal Leadership in Environmental, Energy and Economic Performance
	- Signed October 2009
- Baseline GHG emission inventory of federal activities due October 2010
	http://www.whitehouse.gov/assets/documents/2009fedleader_eo_rel.pdf 


Table 4.  Emission Inventories.
	Emission Inventory
	Date EI will be finalized
	Website
	Year of Next Emission Inventory

	12008 EPA National Emission Inventory
	January 2011
	http://www.epa.gov/ttn/chief/net/neip/index.html (section 11) 
	2011

	2005 National Air Toxics Assessment
	2010
	http://www.epa.gov/nata2002/ 
	2008

	Greenhouse Gas Emission Inventory
	Conducted Annually
	http://epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/usinventoryreport.html 
	Conducted annually


Implications:  Many EPA Rules and Policies, along with Congressional actions and Executive Orders impact fire programs.  In many cases land managers and air quality regulators will need to work together to stay on top of the issues and create solutions.
Acknowledgements:  Primary author is Pat Brewer (NPS), Susan O’Neill (NRCS).

1A briefing paper is available for more information.

2Dates for these standards are subject to change.

3Currently the 1997 ozone standards are in effect with attainment dates in this decade.  In 2008 EPA promulgated a more stringent ozone standard and that is going through a reconsideration process with designations and SIPs delayed.
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For additional information about SmoC go to:  http://www.myfirecommunity.net/Neighborhood.aspx?ID=279

